187 NJ.LJ. 911~

w< _s_n__mm_ woo:_

,ommo, at the mﬁmmm mﬁﬁa..Em ‘Court

el

cian without the patient’s family’s con-
sent. .
So-far, in Liguori v’ Elmann, A-52-
06, lower.courts have found no breach in
acceptable standards . of care, but- the
daughter of a woman who died. after
heart surgery. insists there was malprac-
tice. :
" On Dec. 9, 1999, Geraidine Liguori,
ﬂ ~anderwent. a. quadruple cardiac
E%mmm__, ““operation’ -at
GE&HEQ Medical Center, The- initial

operation was- successful but. several
hours Jlater. one of -her:lungs ..oomm_umma._ :

The. oﬂ&&omﬁmﬁ ‘Elie :Elmann, : was' in’
the middle -of .another .operation. :In-his-

stead; Dr. James: Hunter,” an uncertified

~cardiologist “who - had- -asgisted “in
Liguori’s surgery, inserted-a ‘chest tube

to help inflate the lung.. She did- not

respond to the treatment and died., . .
- Liguori’s daughter, Patricia, charges
that had the family known Hunter was

not board-certified; -they .would: have -
demanded: that .a:more qualified @EET

cian perform the procédure. -
;.o "My client ‘expected.

dants to take-care of any complications,”
her ‘Hmé%wﬁ Adam’ Slater of ”.Wom&mb%_m

. AT mi.mﬂom.._ Eooaaﬁmw you don
il mgﬁ.& practitioner.”
- -Slater also argued an unannounced -

L questions whether a hospital cardi-"
& Wologist: improperly delegated’ an |
emergency procedure to a general physi- -

-’ Hackensack -

”._.r.m.uw n_m.“moﬁn..
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£.“This was absolutely, &om&u\ a
‘tsend in a

chanige in Hunter’s defense expert’s tes-

" timony required reversal, of the verdict.
. Shortly ‘before trial, Dr. Richard Kline

suggested .that one of the instruments

used-could have led to Liguori’s death.
Deposing Kline again was not an

option. “At-that onm it was tog late,”

~ Slater said.
|. . Tustice Barry >EE mmw& Swﬁ_. i
“1""Slater would have done. differently’ wma
| -he known beforehand.of the change.

o 7“T would-have talked m_uoﬁ how Eo
| *doctor changed his opinion, * said, Slater,

.- “There were issues of on&_uEQ mam T

~could have prepared forit” - .

o+ He also rejected: Justice Wo_umno:
‘Rivera-Soto’s -suggestion: that he ‘could -|.

‘have; attacked-Kline -diring: summation

%“The damage was done by then;* he'said. -

Elmann’s lawyer, -Scott’ Heller of
Morristown’s Giblin-& Combs, said
Elmann clearly could not leave a patient

[ on the table in order to take care of
| Liguori’s
| Hunter, although not a cardiac surgeon,
| was -qualified to insert the tube. That
‘towasn’t heart sargery, Heller said: .+

‘complications, = and that

.- Rivera-Soto asked Hunter’s: Hmjma

g - Judith‘Wahrenberger,.-of:. Springfield’s -

é&mﬂdﬁmmﬂ Pietro_& Sherman; about

. chafiging test tubes.”

|- is known for its car-

his  duties. “What
does he - do at
Hackensack’
‘University Medical
Center?” ?éam[moﬁo\. .
asked. “He: wasn’

Since the hospital *

‘diac care facilifies and
he. “assisted  in th
operation, ‘the family. |
may have assumed he'
was a’ omu&oﬂomwmﬁ um.."
mma L :
émrmobdowmoa
;mmwm Hunter’s tasks
included - obtaining
patient - - ‘consent,
assisting the- ma.m cat-

mﬁmﬁ&smms w.oB oth-:
Jerwise EEHm.oﬂm
Emnmum
As for . ﬁEm m;
owm_bmm in his testimo-
"Ny, émEmuvamoH said’
mwo 80 was Eﬁéﬁ

Asked by Rivera:Soto s&wEaH she
believed she had an. mmmﬁbmﬂé duty to
notify - Slater ~ of .'the . change,
im&H@udonaH said mwo aa not think it
- was iniportant omomms at the time.
““And, it’s up to the plaintiff to Eoé
any n_mﬁm.nom from:a mﬁmnn_ma of care,
she said..
- “Didn’ H %oz say to woﬁwmﬁ ‘T have
a“disclosure -obligation?’” asked Justice
Virginia Long. - S ,

NO SUBSTITUTIONS, PLEASE: Plaintiff's
lawyer Adam Slater said his client expected
the heart surgeon himself to take care of any
post-operative complications. “You don't
send in a general practitioner,” he argued.

“I didn’t appreciate the E&ﬂ&ow -
replied Walrenberger. - -
- *You will in the future,” Long mmE.
*Yes, I will,” said Wahrenberger. B




