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A brother and sister who had
been molested by their father when
they were young grew suspicious
years later that he was abusing
their 3-year-old niece — buf never
told their sister, the girl's mother,
according to court papers,

Their fears were confirmed
about three months later when the
girl told her mother that, her grand-
father was touching her inappropri-
ately. The mother later took the
unusual step of suing two of her
five siblings, contending that the
sexual abuse of her daughter, now
12, would never have happened if

Fner.

ey had warned her ahout their fa- .

The case split the family for

Mom of Chlld victim sued brother and 31ster' | _
- their suspicions. and agreed. they;

 years, ‘bt was resalved yesterday should te]l the moth‘e‘r' bt neverf'

after last-minute negotiatmns Just -
before it wag to go-to trial before

Supennr Court Judge John Pl— '

the settlement were not disclosed,
and a protective order issued by

the court prohibited hoth sides = assault victims

from publicly discussing details of

the case or its oufcome, - :

Cowrt papers did not identify
farnily members by hame or home-
fown. .

In' court papers ﬁled whlle the
case was pending, the glrl’s mother;
who said she was 1ot miolésted asa™
child, said she later learned that

her father exposed Lier daughter to

“an improper sexual environment,.
including pornographic ﬂlms, cans-
ing severe and permanent injuries.”

The mother. said her brother

and sister wete at faidt for “stard-

ing sllently by™ while their father
regularly baby-sal for the chjl_d._

most unheard of 4

““The idea there cahi
abused and; tiot necessanly
other siblings dware is not
but- reaching: the: point
heiiig 2 suit of this S0t b

rly..
for a third parl;y 1§ rare, " said Fred -

8. Berlin, founder of. the ‘Johns - comme
Hopkms Sexual DlSDI‘dEI'S Clinic i m

Baltimorg. - : 2
- Sexgial assault vmtnns

their abuse differently: Some are s

confuised and ‘afraid to speak up,” Th
while ‘others ‘are very vocal about__

their experience; he said. -

: “’I‘he defense, in thJs pam"ular:

hxs estate has




