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New Jersey Ignére;f Sigﬁs Girl Was Abused, Lé@u&uii_CbﬁtéﬁH# |

By TINA KELLEY

NEWAREK, April 24 — The gir},
identified in a lawsuit as 8. A.,-is 8
now, with a loving adoptive mother.
But thronghout most of her life, the
people who were supposed o protect
her failed to do so, according to the

suit filed on Tuesday against New .

Jersey's child welfare agency.

In the suit, the adoptive mother
says the girl was abandoned at 10
menths by her 15-year-eld mother,
and latér placed into the custody of
her 2l-year-old father, whe she
claims tortured the girl by burning
her feet and genitals. )

By the time the girl was adopted
iast year, she had lived in four foster
homes,

Through her hardships, the state
ignored several telitale signs of
abuse, according to the lawsuit,
which was filed on the girl's behaif in
Mercer County Superior Court. The
suit, against the State Division of
Youth and Family Services, seeks
unspecified damages and the cost of
future medical care.

] really want the system io get
much better for the kids,” the adop-
tive mother, identified in court pa-
pers as L. A, said in a telephone in-
terview. She said she was withhold-
ing their identities to protect her
daughter. .

- Tt is the latest set of allegations to
surface against the state agency. In

1999, the agency was syed by Chil-

drem’s Rights, a childd advocacy
group, charging that New, Jersey en-
dangered the safety of children ir its
. care becanse of an inadeguate child
wolfare system. .
Since 2603 — when the remains of

a 7-year-oid boy were found in a
Newark basement — the agency has
operated under a court-ordered re-
form plan, The boy's family had been
nvestigated for child abuse or ne-
glect 10 {imes over as many years,
but an everwhelmed caseworker had
failed to foliow up on a report several
months before the body was found

that the boy’s brothers were heing
beaten and burned.

Not long afterward, four adopted
boys were found starving in Camden
County, even though caseworkers
had visited the home 38 times in the
two previous years.. ’ ;

An independent mopitor oversee-
ing the reforms said in a February
report that some progress had been
made in improving the agency.

But Susan Lambiase, the associate
director of Children’s Rights, said
Tuesday that the agency “was dilapi-
dated for 20 years, and you can't re-
build that in ene or two years, It's at
least a 5- or 10-year process, unfortu-

nately, so more kids are safer now, '

but not everyone is safe.”
A spokeswoman for the Depart-

ment of Children and Families,

which oversees the Division of Youth
and Family. Services, sald the agen-
¢y had not received the S. A. suit and
referred questions to the state at-
torney general's office. =
A spokesman for the attorney gen-
eral said the office had not yet been
served with a complaint, and coutd
not comment ofl lawsuits related to
the child welfare cases. - -~
According to the suit, after the
baby was abandoned, she lived with
a foster family. Then she was placed
with her father from November 2000

" to April 2001, even though, the suif

contends, the state knew that the fa-
ther had committed statutory. rape
by impregnating the baby's mother.
During the time the gir spent with
her father, according to the suit, she
was taken to Jersey Shore Universi-
ty Medical Center in Neptune vom-
iting, lethargic and unable to walk.

A blood test showed that the pirl”

had a blood alcohol level of 8.035 per-
cent, the lawsuit said, about haif the

‘legal limit for drivers. But doctors at

the hospitaj, which is also named in
the suit, did not regort suspicions of
abuse to the state, the suit contends.

A medical center spokesman de- .

clined to comment.

Weeks later, according to the suit,
the state ignorad a report it received
that the girl had suffered burns.  ~

After a second- report was filed
with the child welfare agency, the
snit says, a caseworker went to the |
home, where he folnd the girl with |
burns:on her legs and in the vagirial
area, . » )

home, the suit says, and even then
the state never treated her injuries
or evaluated her for sexual abuse. No
criminal charges were filed against
the father, sald the adoptive moth--
e1’s lawyer, David A. Mazie of Rose-
land, M.J. 0o oo w7 Taues |
* “They gave the child to hiin, they
were aware of what was going on,”
and when they took the child away,
they never did anything te him,”* Mr. -
Mazie sald. e

From there, the syit sajrs,_fhe girl

was placed in twd foster Homés, and
she repoited that she had been hit in

“both of them. She was’ then -placed
-with a foster mother who could bare-

ly get oiit of bed, the suif says, and
who died the day: after the girl was
removed: 7 o G
L. A, a single mother who lives i’
Pennsylvania, had expressed infer-
est in adopting a specialiieeds child,
and the state made the match, with!
SIA. . -
‘L. A, sdid that child weifare Work-
ers described S. A. as “a very happy

. child” who was progressing in school -

pormally, and never mentioned the
extént of the traufma she had’sif-
fered. S
The state has refused to pay for
coungeling for post-traumatic stress
and trauma, L. A. 52ys o the suit-
“There's a daily reminder when
she puts a sock on the burn on the top

.of her right foot, it makes her re-

member what she endured,” ler
mother said, “The first year I had
her, that first Christmas she asked
Santa Claus for matching feet so that
she would feok cute in her fiip-fleps.”




